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This paper pl ots the ge ographical route or track apparently taken by UFo wave s 
o ccurring between 1950-1979 o  Since s ome of the s e  waves were s ome time s diffused 
over a wide area or �hey may have oc curre d but were no t re corded ( such as would 
have been the cas e if they occurred over the oceans or where UFO sightings are 
usually not do climente d 9  e . g. , over the Sahara or the Amaz onian bas in ) 9 then 7 by 
making due allowance s for thes e  problems , the hypothe tical route s have been 
pl otted for the l<nown , unknown , and probable ufo wave s . The results thus obtain
ed s e em to sugge s t  that the waves migrate ge ographically northwards in the Wes t
ern Hemisphere for 6 years � and then progre s s ed s outhwards in the Eas tern Hemi� 
sphere for another 4 years , thereby comple ting a cycle of 10 years . It should be 
emphas ized here that we shall be talking abour Earth-years o 

�1e chronologi cal dis tribution of UFO reports shows periodicities in both di
urnal (Vallee and Poher � 197 5 )  and weekly ( Saunders � 1971 ) manifes tati ons o \�ile 
thes e  non-uniform occurrence s  of the UFO phenomenon continue to be reported even 
today , the overall pattern appears to be remarkably cons tant ins ofar as the phe
nomenon s ome time s bunche s .,  This feature has led s ome workers to pos tulate that 
the s timulus of the various UFO wave s is a problem for psychologis ts (l) ., 
Saunders ( 2 ) has demons t�ated that negative ly-skewed UFO wave s progre s s e d  longi
tudinally eas twards � while Dut ton (1978 Conference )  has found tha t UFO 
s ightings tend to peak al ong certain circles of the E&rth o Although the se 
findings argue d in favour of an " extra-s olar co-ordina te 99 evidence is now to 
hand sugge s ting that the wave s tend to migrate ge ographi cally northwards in the 
Wes tern Hemisphe·re and s outhwards in the E�s tern Hemisphere " Thi s  evidence al 8 o  
confirms the earlier work by Delair (2) , which differentia ted two categories of 
wave s , namely n1a j or wave s occurring approximately every 10 years (which he chri
s tened TYPE A wave s )  and lesser waves oc curring every 4 or 6 years (which were 
termed TYPE B wave s ) .,  

In (")rder to plot tP,e imagj ll,.a.ry or · hypnthetical track taJcen by the wave s , we 
have to make one bas ic as sumption �  i ., e . , no ma j or wave .. s oc curred more than once 
per year . The minimum ob served period between two known wave s of about one year 
a�pears 9 therefore , to support this as sumption g 

The problem enc ountered in pl otting the locations of specific wave s ·derives from 
a )  the exis tence of wave s that diffuse over a wide area , such as the 1950 wave , 
and thos e with two fronts ,  such as the 1968 wave (&, 2) which s tarted in South 
America but later manife s ted in Spain ; and b )  the oc currence of years in which 
no maj or UFO wave is re c orde d . The problem is overcome for a )  by taking the 
area or l o cale suspected as be ing the mos t  likely one 9 and thi s we will call a 
nprobable wave�' o For cas e s  as s o ciated with problem b )  it has been as sumed that 
one· or more wave s occurred (but remained .  undocumented) between two known vrave 
epi centres ,  e . g. , a 1953 wave would have oc curred in the Newfoundland-Wes te1n 
Atlantic region between the 1952 Eas tern USA and the 1954 We s tern Europe wave s .  



Su.ch cases  we refer to as 0unlmowns 1 1 9 as vle can never be sure whether there is a 
wave nr not over the area in ques tion.  In this instance , all our 19unknowns�·1 fall 
over the oceans or the polar regions . 
The waves occurring between 1950-1979 are listed in Table I G  In the first column 
of this table we list 14 waves for which documentation exists . This provides a 
reliable platform against which to plot the locations of the waves . In column 2 
we list the r'probable"  waves , and in colunm 3 the "unlmown" waves ., 
This lists permit us to plot the geographical progression of the known, probable 7  
and unknown waves o  It is soon seen that the imaginary track j oining the locations 
of individual waves returns to the same geographical region approximately every 
10 years , thus sugges ting that there is probably a type of heliocentric migratory 
route round the Eartho The English wave of 1967 , for example , is repeated in 1977 
-- �  when a 10-year cycle is  completed. Figures la , lb , and le show the temporal 
progression of the imaginary track for the periods 1950-1960 , 1961-1972 , and 1972-
197 9  respectively, this last being9 of course , an uncompleted 10-year cycle . 
A difficulty associated with this s omewhat monotonous cycle lies in the fact that 
in order to explain the migration of the waves from Newfoundland and the adjacent 
North Atlantic in 1953 to Wes tern Europe in 1954 ,  and then their possible return 
to the same region (i . e . , over Britain) in 1956 , the track followed by the waves 
must execute an imaginary loop over the Northern Hemisphere . This s ituation arises 
again for the periods 1967-1968 and 1 977-1978 o Rather surprisingly, this problem 
apparently does not arise  in the Southern Hemisphere . Figure 2 represents this 
imaginary loop over the Northern Hemisphere before the cross-over into the Eastern 
Hemisphere . 
Further support for the apparent reality of these  routes is provided in Figure 3 ,  
which shows the cross-over initiated in 1945�1947 was too far North above 60 de
grees latitude , resulting in the s outhwards swing overshooting the International 
])ate Line and hence s triking the wes tern USA to usher in the modern era of "flying 
saucersn as epitomised by Kenneth Arnold ' s  classic sighting and the accompanying 
blizzard of New World reports comprising the now famous 1947 ufo wave o It is 
noteworthy that in the 1948 era , the route is back over the mid-Pacific and that 
it closely approaches the tip of South Africa, before proceeding onwards to form 
(or j oin) the 1 950 route traceable over South America . 
It vras decided to  check the 10-year cycle for HISTORICAL-era dating of waves fal
ling into the period 1896-1946 , where waves are known to have occurred. This check 
was largely unsucces sful as the number of known waves for that period is very low, 
and we do not have much of a foundation to work with . The temporal positions of 
the known waves for this period, however, appear to conform to a projectable 10-
year cycle ,  so  it is possible to surmise that presently unknown waves als o  occur
red within the same period falling either side of the known examples . Moreover, 
it has not always been possible during this period to trace the entire routes of 
wave migration o  In the 1896-7 wave 9 for ins tance , we could detect only a quarter 
of the likely route , although it seemed to follow our expected track from the 
Pacific in 1895 , s triking California by late 1896 , before moving northeast into 
the Midwes t  of the USA by 1897 (6 ) o From which we can infer that it crossed the 
North Atlantic in 1898 in order-to be over Wes tern Europe by 1899. If the 10-year 
cycle posited by Delair is correct then we can, for this particular period, expect 
i ·� to be completed 10 years later over the same region. The occurrence of a well
marked wave over England in 1 9Q9 (l) indicates that this 10-year cycle is valid. 
It will be interes ting to search the literature for relevant reports for the mis
sing waves over the indicated areas , to provide confirmatory evidence . 
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In Figure · le  \ve predicted that , if the track is valid , the 1980 wave 'Hill s trike 
Aus tralia . and Tasmania , provided it follo\'tS the same route as the 1958-1960 route . 
If , hoHever, it follous the 1969-1972 track then we can expect it to jus t  mis s the 
wes tern region of Aus tralia . Both these alternatives are indicated in Figure le . 
Nor mus t it be overlool�e d that the predicted 1980 Aus tralian v1ave vTill conceivably 
select a path lying mid-i·ray beti·Teen the tvro earlier tracks jus t me�1.tioned :  in thc.t 
event it is very pos s ible that the 1980 \vave will manifes t .  in ives tern or \ves t-central 
Australia . 

Regardl e s s  of whe ther the 1980 "Aus tralia" vtave occurs as predicted or not , the gen
eral route (as proposed) remains s ignificant inasmuch that it will cros s-over back 
into the l/es tern Hemisphere via the South Pole . It will be of special i�teres t  in 
1980 and 1981 to monitor the incidence of ufo s ightings in the Australas ian region 
to s e e  if the s e  predictions are valid . 

Creighton @) made the very important observation in 1969 that ufo \·raves in South 
• 

America always s tart from the s outhern areas of that c ontinent �i . e . , from Antarcti
ca ) before moving slm·rly northuards . According to our es timates ,  there ivill be a ufo . 
\vave over South America in 1982 , i'thich , if it follo\vS our proposed trac),(, will move 
north-north-wes t  to s trike the Pacific region in 1983 , and subsequently curve north
eas t to enter the USA (or North America in general ) during 1984 and 1985 . In 1986 it 



can be exp e cted to be back over the noTth Atlantic and ,  by 1987 7 to be once more 
.over or near to the Uni ted

_
' Kingdom11 thus· ·completing another 10-year cycle .  

29 � 

Naturally , during each cycle ( 6 years in the .. Wes tern Hemisphere and 4 years in 
the Eas tern Hemisphere .... �- ??? the TYPE B waves of Delair ) localised iiflapsn will 
continue to occur anywhere on Earth , and even maj or wave s diffus ing out of the. main pre dicted routes .  Thes e ,  · e s pecially the latter , will tend at the time to ob
s cure the true exis tence and l ine-of-advance of the s e  routes ,  although . in the 
long analys is it is expe cted that tho·ir reali ty will be . fully confi1we d .  The main 
problem here is that we real.ly need -to wait for four or more comple te 10-year 
cycles to be c ompleted before be ing able to positively as s ert that comparatively 
accurate wave route s can be pre di cte d .  Pre s ent evidence sugge s ts that this will 
indeed become a pos s ibility in the near future . ' "  

Naturally , during the formulation o f  this paper , various anomalie s and al terna
tive treatments have been noted . At thi s  early stage of enquiries thes e  are , in 
fac t ,  to be expec te d �  and certainly we anticipate encountering others before pre
s ent inves tigations are brought to fruition .  Nevertheles s ,  we hope this paper has 
demons trate d  the importance of these cyclic routes·, s o  that future pre dic tions of 

· where and when ufo waves will occur can be achieved with a far greater degree of 
accuracytb.all-hl therto -. It take s li ttie imagination to appre ciate that-9 once per
s onnel and equipment can be. as s emble d  at a given l o cali ty or region in advance of 
a predicte d  ufo wave , and where ·it can be pre dicted .to manifes t ,  , s ome slgnil�icant 
:progre s s  can be no t only theoretically but · p-rrlbably ·· a��lly made in ufology. 
The ideas and material pre s ented in this ' article will be expl ored and developed 
s till further in a s erie s of later :papers , when additional corroborative evidence 
will be offered for cons ideration. Already , exploratory efforts in particular 
dire ctions have sugge s te d  s ome .. exci ting pos s ibilities regarding the origin/s of 
u.fos . 

YEAR 
1950 . 
1951 .  
1.952 . 
l:t53 e 

1954 . 
1955 . 
1956 . 
1957 . 
1958 . 
195 9 .  
1 960 . 

1961 . 
1962 . 
1963 .  
1964 . 
1965 . 

TABLE I -- ---------
(UFO vlaves and unknowns --- from 1979 ) 

KNO�-JN PROBABLE UNKNOWN 
LOCALE LOCALE LOCALE 

diffue .. 

E .  USA . 

W. Europe . 

diffus e .  
Jap an .  
New Guinea .  
New Zealand . 

ITSA . 
Mid-wes ter.n 
USA . 

s • .America . 

England .. 
USSR/Mongolia . 

S • .America ., 

Pacific o 

Newfoundland/ 
N. Atlantic . 

North Pole . 

South Pole . 

Pac ific . 

DIRECTION OF 
MIGRATION 

North 
North 
North 
North 

North ? 
S outh 
s c,uth 
S outh 
South 

? 
·North 
North 
North 
North 

LONGITUDE 

Wes t  
\vest 
Wes t  
Wes t  

Eas t-? 
Wes t  
Eas t 
Eas t  
Eas t 
Eas t 

? 
We s t  
Wes t  
vle s t  
We s t  



- I"'\  - ' ., 
1966 .. N.Atlantic .. · North · West  
1967 ., Great Britain .. North Wes t  
1968 ,. Spain. South East· · 
1969 .. N . Pacific .. South ·East 
1970 .. Malaysia .. South · East 
1971 .. Indian Ocean . . South East 

1972 .. South Africa .. S outh East 
1973 .. diffuse .. s • .Arnerica . North West  
1974 .. Pacific .. North West  
1975 . USA. North \�est  
1976 .. N.Atlantic .. North West  
l977 o Great Britain .. North West  1978 .. Italy .. South East 
197 9 .,  Philippines .. South East 

It will not have escaped the notice of observent readers that the two first sets 
of data in the above table each cover eleven rather than ten year periods . This 
is because the actual ( or apparent ) ufo wave cycle more nearly occupies an eleven 
year period (see Delair � 9 )9 evidently having some sort of relationship to the sim
ilar eleven-year sunspot cycle .. This aspect of the migration of ufo waves will be 
dis cus sed at greater length in a subsequent article. 
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